Emphasis on mastery of phonics reading skills
in Grade 1 ESL programs

approved for 2004 local Texas adoption

This analysis assumes that students entering first grade have no English reading skills, because Texas does not require kindergarten.
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' DECODABILITY: For each series we added phonetically regular words, all of whose sounds have been taught so far in Grade 1,
plus phonetically irregular words taught so far in Grade 1, and divided by the total number of words in each reading selection.

2 OPPORTUNITIES: Each story that is at least 80% decodable (see footnote 1) counts as one opportunity to read decodable text.
Stories are either Student Edition readings or small take-home books. Exercises in Practice Books are not counted here.

3 COMPREHENSIVENESS: We identified 70 basic sound-spellings often taught in Grade 1, and counted how many each program
covers. Our documentation of these percentages also lists any additional sound-spellings each series teaches in Grade 1.

4 INTENSIVENESS: We counted how often students practice (i.e., see, hear, say, and write) 3 selected sound-spellings in their intro-
ductory lessons. These percentages compare each program with Avenues — Phonics Street, which is the most intensive.
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